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Following the massive flooding events of 2008 which impacted Iowa during the late spring/early summer, we sought to document the recolonization of cold-water streams by cyprinids.  We sampled at least twice monthly from mid-June through late-October in three cold-water streams located within parks managed by the Dubuque County Conservation Board.  Two of the streams are regularly stocked with trout by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  At each site, sampling locations were selected that contained a riffle, run, and pool.  Sampling involved electro-shocking along both banks and midstream in an upstream direction for ~50-meters.  In addition to fish community sampling, we also evaluated water quality using the basic IOWATER protocol for stream monitoring.  Our data analysis will be testing the following null hypotheses: 1) there will be no difference between sites in the pattern of cyprinid recolonization, 2) there will be no difference in cyprinid community structure within each site between sampling times, 3) there will be no difference in IOWATER measurements between sites through time, and 4) there will be no predictive value on cyprinid community structure by IOWATER measurements.
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